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I am a fifth-year resident in vascular surgery working at University Hospital of Cologne, Germany. I had the opportunity to visit the department of vascular surgery at Hôpital Marie Lannelongue in Paris, France, for 4 weeks in spring 2023 supported by an ESVS educational travel grant. 

Professor Stéphan Haulon is one of the worlds most renowned experts in aortic surgery and an opinion leader regarding the endovascular treatment of aortic pathologies. He and his team contribute to a vast number of scientific publications, and they take care of patients traveling to Hôpital Marie Lannelongue from all around France and even Europe, to be treated at one of the most prestigious cardiothoracic and vascular centers in Europe. This led to Hôpital Marie Lannelongue becoming a meeting hub for visiting surgeons and aortic fellows. 

During my stay, I had the opportunity to visit all areas of the department, including the angio suites, hybrid and open theatres. I got involved in clinical research and was able to visit the experimental hybrid room and the research laboratory of the department. Since my particular interest lay in complex aortic procedures, I was involved in the planning of those procedures and observed them on an almost daily basis. I even had the opportunity to assist in complex endovascular aortic procedures. Sharing this experience with other visiting surgeons and fellows from Greece, Brasil and Canada and discussing differences and similarities of the different systems in health care and vascular surgery is an experience I will always remember. During my stay Prof. Haulon and his team performed endovascular treatments of pathologies of the aortic arch and the descending thoracic aorta, treated thoraco-abdominal and aorto-iliac aneurysms and introduced me to new techniques like the laser in-situ fenestration of endografts in emergent cases. Prof. Haulon and Prof. Dominique Fabre were always available for case discussions and extensively answered all questions that came to my mind. During the weekly aortic meetings, the whole team discussed the upcoming cases and made treatment decisions, was one of the most educational parts of my stay. 

Apart from this, Paris is a wonderful city which offers countless cultural opportunities to spend your free time after a long day at the hospital or on the weekends, which made my visit to Hôpital Marie Lannelongue even more enjoyable.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Prof. Stéphan Haulon, the whole team of the vascular surgery department and to all co-fellows from across the globe which made my trip an experience I will never forget. I recommend visiting Hôpital Marie Lannelongue to all vascular surgeons looking for deepening their knowledge in aortic surgery.

I also want to thank the European Society for Vascular Surgery and Secretary General Prof. Maarit Venermo to provide me with this educational travel grant. 
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